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I doubt not but you consider that no Inferior subject has power
to depose their lawful magistrates, although they commit
whoredom, murder, incest, or any other crime.'

Hitherto, Elizabeth had been careful of Mary's honour - or
so, with some justification, she liked to say. After the West-
minster inquiry in 15 68, she had refrained from any pronounce-
ment against her, and from publishing the charges and evidence
brought forward by Murray. She meant to restore Mary and did
not want her publicly defamed. Perhaps nothing was more
indicative of the revulsion in her feelings after the Ridolfi Plot
than the fact that she now allowed Burghley to have Buchanan's
Detection - a tract telling the story of Mary, Darnley, and Both-
well, as Murray and his party told it - translated, and published
in anglicized Scots and Latin for the world to read, with the
Casket Letters appended.

Elizabeth announced her change of policy to Mary's party in
Scotland, so as to remove from their minds, once and for all,
any hope of Mary's return. At the same time, she addressed
herself to secure peace and concord in Scotland on the basis
of recognizing the King and Regent, and forgetting past
squabbles. The task proved hopeless, for Mary and James were
only facades for internecine personal and family rivalries.
Burghley and his friends were for speeding the pace by using
force against Mary's party; but Elisabeth, for one reason and
another, preferred the interminable but peaceful way of nego-
tiation.

At first, what with the close restraint under which she was
put, and the dismissal of many of her servants, Mary had feared
for her life. Death not coming, her self-assurance returned, and
with it the tone of an innocent, well-meaning, misjudged, and
grossly ill-used person. She wrote a series of letters to Elizabeth,
culminating in one full of 'uncomely, passionate, ireful, and
vindictive speeches*. The earlier were left unanswered, but to
the kst Elizabeth replied, at the same time giving the Earl of
Shrewsbury a long memorial to be read to Mary, reviewing her
own and Mary's conduct. She did not mince words. But there
weie two sides to this question, and at still greater length, in